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Malaria is the leading cause of morbidity and mortality in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), with more than 25 
million cases and 22,368 deaths reported in 2021—accounting 
for 44 percent of all outpatient visits and 22 percent of deaths.1  

The entire population of DRC is at risk of malaria, with 97 
percent of the population living in areas of stable malaria 
transmission lasting eight to 12 months per year; transmission 
is most intense in the health zones situated in the north and 
center of the country. While all age groups are at risk of malaria, the greatest burden of 
malaria morbidity and mortality is seen in pregnant women and children (particularly those 
under five years of age).2 

Over the past decade, DRC gradually introduced and then substantially scaled up various 
malaria interventions, including rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs), artemisinin combination 
therapies, and long-lasting insecticidal nets. While this impacted the malaria burden overall, 
and mortality specifically, malaria parasite prevalence in children under five years of age 
remains high at 39 percent (using RDTs).3 

CHISU is supporting DRC’s ministry of health (Ministère de la Santé Publique, or MSP) to: 

● Improve coordination of malaria data systems 
● Strengthen the implementation of guidelines and digital tools 
● Improve the availability, quality, and timeliness of malaria data 
● Strengthen the review and analysis of malaria data at the national and provincial levels 

 
1 WHO (2022) World Malaria Report 2021. WHO: Geneva, Switzerland. 
2 President’s Malaria Initiative. (2022) Democratic Republic of the Congo Malaria Profile. USAID. Washington DC 
3 President’s Malaria Initiative. (2022) Democratic Republic of the Congo Malaria Profile. USAID. Washington DC 
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How is CHISU supporting digital transformation in 
DRC? 

CHISU is supporting DRC’s National Malaria Control Program (NMCP, or Programme National de 
Lutte Contre le Paludisme) work at the national level and in nine provinces, with five hosting 
dedicated advisors: Haut Katanga, Tanganyika, Kasai Oriental, Kasai Central, and Sud Kivu. These 
provinces were selected after NMCP identified 10 provinces with the highest level of malaria 
since 2018 (i.e., malaria burden above 60 percent). From those 10, five fall within the nine 
provinces that the U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) currently supports.  

CHISU is targeting its support to these five provinces while also providing limited virtual and 
meeting support to the other four PMI provinces, as they also have some of the greatest issues 
regarding timeliness and completeness of malaria data. 

Supporting malaria surveillance, monitoring, and evaluation 

At the national level, CHISU is supporting NMCP to:  

● Organize key coordination meetings and data review and analysis meetings to ensure 
that they have the ability and resources to lead DRC’s malaria response  

● Disseminate tools and guidance (including malaria Routine Data Quality Assessments,  
or mRDQAs, and the Malaria Dashboard) 

● Organize NMCP annual reviews in each of the nine PMI-
supported provinces 

● Make strong evidence-informed decisions 
● Ensure NMCP can provide provinces with the supervision  

they need to review and act on the data reported 

At the provincial level, CHISU will support NMCP’s Division 
Provincial de la Santé (DPS) to: 

● Review data from and provide support to health zones 
(HZs) 

● Use tools and guidance from the NMCP to support data 
quality, including processes for collection, analysis, and use 

● Make critical decisions about where to invest resources 

CHISU is also supporting the NMCP and DPSs to improve 
coordination among implementers and partners, and is supporting 
the NMCP to engage in and participate in scientific research.  

To strengthen DRC’s HIS and increase the availability of quality health data, CHISU is working 
with NMCP and DPSs to conduct mRDQAs and use the findings to improve data quality through 
targeted interventions. CHISU is also working with the NMCP and DPSs to develop and 
disseminate data analysis products, including malaria bulletins and reports, as well as coordinate 
supervision with other technical assistance providers.  

Finally, to improve use of health data, CHISU is organizing standardized data review and analysis 
meetings to assist the NMCP staff to make decisions and share quality data to DPSs and HZs.

The scientific organizing committee 
during three days of scientific discussion 
around malaria, including the Director of 
the School of Public Health of Kinshasa, 
the Director of the PNLP, the Resident 
Advisor of CHISU, the Head of the 
university of Kinshasa Tropical Medicine 
Department, the Global Fund Project 
Manager and the Coordinating Physician 
of the PNLP province of Tshopo. 
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